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2012 Tree Order Day: 
      The annual Tree Order Day will be held on Tuesday January 31st, 

from 8:00am to 4:30pm at the District Office located at 424 South 

Minnesota Avenue, St. Peter, MN.  (Across from the Courthouse in 

downtown St. Peter).  

      Information on windbreak planting, species available this year and other 

planting information will be available.  You can also speak with district 

staff directly to answer any questions you may have.  We will be taking 

orders on a first come basis, so stop by to get your order in early.   

      This year we will have a limited number of large potted Spruce Trees 

and we expect them to sell fast.  (2 Gallon and 5 Gallon pots).   

      Those who are unable to attend Tree Order Day can fax or mail orders 

in (order form included in this newsletter). 

      Tree orders for the 2011 season will be 

accepted through March 31st, 2011.  If you 

would like to mail your order in, please send to 

424 S. Minn. Ave, St. Peter, MN 56082.  If 

faxing your order in, please fax to (507) 931-

3792.  Order forms are available on our website 

www.nicolletswcd.org.  If you have any 

questions about Tree Order Day, please contact 

Blake @ (507) 931-2550 ext.3. 
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CRP Update: 
 The Continuous Conservation Reserve Program (CCRP) allows partici-

pants to voluntarily enroll highly sensitive acreage into certain high priority 

practices that will reduce soil erosion, improve water & soil quality and 

provide wildlife habitat and food sources.  Eligible participants can elect to 

sign into a 10 to 15 year contract, receive annual rental payments, incentive 

payments for certain practices and cost share for establishment.  To be eligi-

ble for enrollment in CCRP participants and acreage must meet certain re-

quirements.  Landowners may enroll in the program at any time during the 

year.  For more information on CCRP enrollments please contact the Nicol-

let FSA Office at 507.931.2550 ext. 2.  

 

There have been changes to the cropping history years that FSA uses to de-

termine land eligibility.  The current years that are used when a cropping 

history is requested are 2002-2007 and the land needs to be planted to a row 

crop 4 out of 6 years in order for the land to be determined eligible for CRP. 

There is a one year land ownership requirement that will also need to be 

met.  There is no general sign-up announced at the present time. 

 

Requirements of CRP: 

Annually report acres under contract by July 15th 

Maintain control of weeds & rodents 

Notify FSA to request any contract changes 

Plantskydd Repellent:  
Nicollet SWCD is offering a new product for sale this year during our annual tree 

sales program.  Plantskydd Repellent is a useful tool to prevent animal damage to 

plants.  Safe for use  on tree plantings, shrubs, gardens, fruit trees, and many other 

plants.  This product is rain resistant so you donôt need to re-apply after every rain.  

We offer this product in 3 formulations: Pre Mixed, Soluble Powder and Granular.  

To order, simply fill out the form below and mail in with your tree order (located on 

page 3 of this mailing).  For more information contact Blake Honetschlager at the SWCD office, 507-931-2550 ext. 3. 



Environmental Quality Incentive Program (EQIP):  
 

The Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) offers cost share and incentive payments for landowners 

and producers adopting new conservation practices in their operations. The first 2012 scoring period will occur 

from now until January 27, 2012, so agricultural producers looking to solve natural resource problems on their 

farms should apply now for assistance through EQIP.  Thereôs still time to apply for 2012 funds!  In the past 

three years funded EQIP contracts included: over 30 producers and more than $900,000.00! Some of the 

practices available through EQIP again in 2012 will be: 

Nutrient/Pest Management is based around a system of record keeping for the nutrients (commercial 

fertilizer and manure) and pesticides you are putting on your fields. Producers work with Technical Service 

Providers to develop a detailed field-by-field plan of what they are going to put on their fields to get the best 

yields with the fewest inputs. With fertilizer prices as high as they are you canôt afford not to do some sort 

of nutrient management. The incentive payments are for three years and for each year they breakdown as 

follows: 

Nutrient Management with Manure: up to $13.00/acre 

Nutrient Management without Manure: up to $9.00/acre 

Pesticide Management: up to $5.68/acre 

Residue Management is using reduced tillage to leave crop residue on the soil surface until after spring 

planting. Many local producers are finding that it is more economical to save money on fuel by doing less tillage. 

The crop residue helps protect the soil from erosion, and it provides food for wildlife throughout the winter. 

There are two residue management options available, and each option has three years of incentive payments. The 

breakdown for these options is: 

No-till/Strip-till: up to $23/acre 

Ridge-till: up to $23/acre 

Erosion Control Structures can help protect valuable cropland from being lost.  We have a variety of 

structures that are proven to stabilize erosion on any landscape.  Grade Stabilization Structures, Terraces, 

Grassed Waterways.  Improve your farming operation and maintain your soil quality and stability by installing 

one these structures on your farm, with our help.  We have the technical expertise and financial assistance to 

make it a great investment! 

Drainage Water Management is a fairly new concept to Minnesota.  Tile drainage has been around for 

ages, but being able to control and keep some of that subsurface moisture for the dry summer months is not only 

efficient, but economical.  EQIP provides financial assistance to work with a certified technical service provider 

to engineer a drainage water management plan and to install the drainage control structures along with a per 

structure incentive payment for maintaining the water levels in your tile. 

Livestock operations are a huge part of Nicollet County, and we provide both financial and technical 

assistance in upgrading your current operation to meet MPCA rules and regulations.  Whether it be a waste 

storage facility, roof runoff structures, diversions, animal mortality facilities, manure storage closures or 

prescribed grazing we can identify and treat your resource needs. 

Additional EQIP Initiatives for 2012 
Seasonal High Tunnel Systems ï used to increase the availability of locally grown food. 

Nutrient Management Initiative ï evaluate nutrient application rates: $1,200 payment. 

Joel Wurscher started work on November 21st as the soil conserva-

tion technician for NRCS.  In this position, Joel will work with landowners, 

farmers and individuals to put conservation practices on the ground.  He 

graduated from Minnesota State University, Mankato, with a degree in 

Ecology and has a wide range of experience in the environmental field.  As 

some of you may already know, for the past 4 years Joel was the watershed 

grants coordinator for High Island Creek and Rush River.  Joel looks for-

ward to working with all of the landowners and operators within Nicollet 

County.  


